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Post Office Dismisses C. O. 


Mailed Pacifist Leaflet to Students 
Unfavorable Publicity Cited 








John Salyer, clerk of the Tucson Friends Meeting 
and member of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, was dis- 
missed recently from his job as substitute mail carrier 
for the U. S. Post Office in Tucson, Ariz. The postmaster 
summarily dismissed Salyer on grounds of “unfavorable 
publicity” arising out of newspaper accounts of Salyer’s 
part in the Tucson FOR project to inform graduating 
seniors in the city high schools of provisions in the draft 
law for conscientious objectors. 

Salyer was on a probationary, or temporary appoint- 
ment with the post office. He has no legal right to ap- 
peal the arbitrary action of the postmaster. However. 
his case is being carried to higher postal authorities in 
an. effort to have the dismissal set aside. 

Salyer served four years in C.O. work camps dur- 
ing the second World War. Later he taught school on 
various Indian reservations in the southwest for several 
years. 

The “unfavorable publicity” resulted from two 
lengthy news stories in Tucson papers which reported on 
the distribution of an FOR pamphlet to graduating senior 
boys and girls urging them to choose between being 
drafted for war or volunteering for peace. The project. 
sponsored by the local FOR and several members of the 
Tucson Friends Meeting, was undertaken in an effort to 
publicize provisions in the draft law for conscientious 
objectors and to counteract the increasing military in- 
doctrination of high school students. 

The folder was mailed to 1100 graduating seniors 
of Tucson High School. Two Tucson addresses were 
listed where additional information could be secured. 
One of these was Salyer’s. 

Lists of senior students customarily are made availa- 
ble to local business firms, colleges, universities and civic 
organizations upon payment of one dollar. The princi- 
pal of Tucson High revealed that the list was given to the 
FOR as a religious group. He stated. “I didn’t suspect 
the purpose. I am sorry it got into their hands.” The 
FOR group was continuing its efforts to secure the senior 
list for Amphitheater High. 

One Tucson newspaper reported that the mailing 
caused a “four-alarm furor” at the school. Some stu- 
dents, it was reported, reacted “violently” to the folders. 
Others branded them as Communist and un-American. 
Some stated that it was not right to try to indoctrinate 
them against doing military duty. A few were curious 

(Continued on page 2) 





e e e “Ne . e. 
Minister Denied Citizenship 

Reverend Frederik P. Nissen, Lutheran pastor in 
Methuen, Mass., was denied citizenship by Judge Aldrich 
in the U. S. District Court in Boston, March 7. Nissen. 
48, a German national, has lived in the U. S. since 1927. 
He was ordained in 1939. His first application for citi- 
zenship, made in 1933, was denied because of his con- 
scientious objection to participation in war. 

Nissen petitioned a second time, in 1952, after the 
naturalization law had been changed to provide an al- 
ternative oath for C.O.’s opposed on religious grounds to 
bearing arms or doing noncombatant duty in the armed 
forces. This petition was denied because of his unwilling- 
ness to take up arms. 

Acting as his own attorney Nissen appealed to the 
U. S. District Court. He stated that his C.O. beliefs ante- 
dated his religious training and were not due to any 
teaching that he received. They were not a doctrine of 
his church. 

Judge Aldrich denied the petition ruling that Nis- 
sen’s objections to war “however conscientious. were 
self-imposed, and self-conceived without the operation of 
affirmative religious training.” 

Following this unfavorable decision Nissen retained 
Howard Whiteside of Boston, as legal counsel. He peti- 
tioned to have his case reopened on the ground that he 
had misunderstood the meaning of the word “training” 
in the phrase “religious training and belief.” Nissen 
presented evidence that prior to his formal religious 
training he was a member of the German Christian En- 
deavor Society and engaged in serious Bible study at 
which time he formed his present C.O. beliefs. 

Judge Aldrich, in a supplemental opinion. ruled that 
this training did not fall within the meaning of the law. 
The statute requires training and belief; one without the 
other, however sincere, is not enough. 

“This ruling.” said Judge Aldrich, “does not suggest 
training is limited to instruction in a school. It may be 
no more formal than parental teaching. But if the pupil 
goes beyond the teacher, and deduces what he was never 
taught, can he be said to have reached that belief through 
training?” The court concluded that Congress intended 
that religious training be “affirmative and purposeful 
teaching.” 

An appeal is being taken to the U. S. Circuit Court. 
Judge Aldrich’s rigid definition of religious training 
would make it difficult for many alien C.O.’s to secure 
American citizenship. Selective Service can be counted 
on to use this argument to deny C.O. claims under the 
draft law. 
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NEWS NOTES 











Thiesen Gets Citizenship 


John Thiesen, a member of the Mennonite faith, 
was granted U. S. citizenship on May 2 in the Tulare 
County (Calif.) court. Thiesen came to the U. S. from 
Russia with his parents at the age of four. Classified as 
a C.O. by his draft board during World War II, he was 
assigned to work in a C.O. camp. 

In 1948 Thiesen’s petition for citizenship was denied 
by the naturalization examiner on the ground that Thie- 
sen could not claim conscientious objection on religious 
grounds since some Mennonites were able to accept non- 
combatant military service. This decision was later 
withdrawn to permit further investigation. The examiner 
again recommended denial of citizenship, but this time 
on the ground that Thiesen was unable to take an un- 
qualified oath of allegiance to the U. S. No further in- 
vestigation was made in arriving at this recommendation. 
Thiesen appealed to the California courts. 

The Superior Court of Tulare County found Thiesen 
conscientiously opposed to all military duty because of 
his religious training and belief. The court, however, 
upheld the examiner’s decision that Thiesen was not at- 
tached to the principles of the U. S. Constitution and 
could not take the citizenship oath without mental re- 
servation. 

On appeal to the California District Court of Ap- 
peal, Fourth Appellate District, the Dept. of Justice con- 
ceded that the lower court’s decision denying Thiesen 
citizenship was inconsistent with previous U. S. Supreme 
Court decisions relating to citizenship for conscientious 
objectors. 

The appellate court agreed though “not without re- 
luctance” to this position and ordered the lower court 
to admit Thiesen to citizenship and allow him to take 
the alternative oath for C.0.’s opposed to noncombatant 
military duty. 


Alabama C.O. Wins Vote Right 


The Mobile County Board of Registrars was ordered 
by the Alabama Circuit Court in Mobile last April to 
enter Mrs. W. W. Lumpkin’s name on the list of qualified 
voters. The registrars twice had refused to enroll Mrs. 
Lumpkin who because of conscience could not promise 
to bear arms in defense of the country. She had indicated 
her willingness to do noncombatant duty if that were 
demanded of her. 

Mrs. Lumpkin’s petition to the Circuit Court for an 
order registering her as a voter was granted when the 
State of Alabama decided not to contest her appeal. 








IS THIS SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE? 


A young soldier recently became a conscien- 
tious objector and sought spiritual counsel from 
his army chaplain. The latter discouraged the 
C.0. from seeking a discharge on grounds of 
conscience. The C.O. said that his conscience 
would no longer permit him to shoot the enemy. 
The chaplain advised him to “fire over their 
heads.” 











Some Unfinished Business 
(An editorial) 


The conscientious objector has been getting a few 
breaks during the past two years. The continuous stream 
of favorable court decisions has nudged Selective Service 
to clean up its administrative procedure a bit and to in- 
sist that local boards abide by the law. The willingness 
of the courts to “peek” into the C.O.’s file to determine 
if the draft board did have a basis in fact for its action 
has had a positive influence on the situation. 

Friends of the C.O. cheer these modest gains. But 
we cannot be satisfied. There are still fetters restricting 
freedom of conscience. We call your attention to three 
which continue to demand our support. 

The current draft law discriminates against the C.O. 
who cannot conscientiously fit himself into the narrow 
and conventional religious framework defined in the 
draft law. Religious freedom does not exist when the 
law denies equal rights to the non-religious objector 
(ethical, philosophical, political, etc.) and requires be- 
lief in a Supreme Being “involving duties superior to 
those arising from any human relation.” The only fair 
test is sincerity. 

Religious liberty and freedom of conscience are 
jeopardized as long as government continues to imprison 
C.O.’s a second and third time for crimes of conscience. 
The law considers each violation of the draft act a sepa- 
rate offense. Technically, this is not double jeopardy: 
but it amounts to the same. It denies freedom of con- 
science. The willingness of a C.O. to go to prison for 
conscience sake ought to be evidence of sincerity. This 
cat and mouse policy often employed against C.O.’s has 
no moral justification. 

The President continues to deny amnesty to the 
thousands of violators of the 1940 draft law. Refusal of 
an amnesty to these C.O.’s who have already served pri- 
son sentences is, in effect, continued punishment. Many 
are deprived of various civil rights and often inconven- 
ienced in securing jobs or professional licenses. 

But militarism remains the greatest threat to con- 
science and religious liberty. Until militarism and war 
are eliminated governments, when desperate, will not 
hesitate to destroy the freedoms they are charged to pro- 
tect. Freedom of conscience and militarism are incom- 
patible. One or the other will be vanquished. 

George Willoughby 





POST OFFICE FINES C.O. 

(Continued from page 1) 

and sought further information. Most of the students 
showed only slight response. 

Some of the faculty advised the students not to read 
the folder, labeling it as communistic. Efforts were made 
by the FOR to talk with the seniors in their civic classes 
to clarify points and answer questions. School authori- 
ties refused permission. 

Many phone calls were received from American 
Legion members and some irate parents. Several parents 
were reported to have notified the F.B.I. The senior class 
advisor delivered copies of the pamphlet to the F.B.I. 

The committee sponsoring the project believed that 
the overall effect in the community was good and that 
considerable helpful discussion was stirred up. 


May-June, 1956 
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Exemption From ROTC Asked 


The University of Maryland has been asked to 
exempt conscientious objectors from R.O.T.C. This plea 
was presented in May to the University board of regents 
by Doris Shamleffer and Marlin Dawson, representing 
Baltimore Friends, and Fred E. Weisgal, attorney and 
member of the Baltimore branch of the American Civil 
Liberties Union. 

This petition for exemption of C.O.’s from R.O.T.C. 
grew out of the recent case of Alan Barry Carr, 19-year- 
old Quaker C.O., who was suspended from the University 
in March for refusal to continue military training. He 
was reinstated after agreeing, under protest. to return 
to R.O.T.C. classes. 

The delegation presented the Quaker position on 
participation in war and expressed the view that Mary- 
land law gave authority to the regents to exempt C.O.’s 
from R.O.T.C. They pointed out that a man’s claim for 
a C.O. classification under the current draft law was seri- 
ously jeopardized if he participated in R.O.T.C. The 
regents did not indicate when a decision would be 
reached. 





Briefly Noted 


Recent reports indicate that the Pardon Attorney’s 
office in Washington has speeded up processing of par- 
don applications. Prison C.O.’s interested in requesting 
pardons may secure application blanks from Mr. Cozant. 
Pardon Attorney, Dept. of Justice, Washington 25, D.C. 
CCCO is willing to assist any C.O. in efforts to secure a 
pardon. 

* * * 

Clemens L. Borntreger, whose trial was reported 
postponed in April NEWS NOTES, has agreed to accept 
a C.O. work assignment to a Mennonite project near 
Newton, Kansas. Borntreger, Amish C.O. from Iowa. 
earlier refused to accept work in an Illinois hospital be- 
cause it violated his position regarding “town work.” 
The indictment against Borntreger has been dropped. 
While some Amish C.O.’s have accepted hospital service 
Amish leaders have sought to have their men assigned 
to farm work for their two years of compulsory civilian 
draft work. 

* * * 

Robert E. Campbell, C.0. from Canada and an or- 
dained minister of the United Church of Canada. was 
finally granted U. S. citizenship at Hackensack. N. J.. 
April 27, after continued effort of several years. The 
court allowed him to take the alternative oath for C.O.’s 
opposed to all military duty. 


* * * 


Frank Laraway reported that his probation was ter- 
minated February 20 by Judge Thomas of the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court in Mobile. Laraway was sentenced in Decem- 
ber to three years on probation, conditional upon his 
cooperation with the draft board. Early in 1956 Lara- 
way’s draft board gave him a C.O. classification. He 
plans to begin his two years of compulsory work after 
graduation from Guilford College in June. 

* * * 


CCCO recently revised its memorandum on “Natu- 
ralization of Conscientious Objectors” to include recent 





Home Fires Tatum 


Lyle Tatum, former CCCO executive secretary. was 
dismissed April 25 as administrator of the Protestant 
Home for Children in Buffalo, New York after serving 
as administrator only three months. 

The chairman of the board of directors. Mrs. Lau- 
tensach, and two other board members requested Tatum’s 
resignation on the basis of “patriotism and_ religion.” 
They charged that Tatum was not doing enough for the 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and that he permitted the 
flag to remain up on the grounds one night. Tatum re- 
fused to resign and was promptly fired with a month’s 
advance salary. Lyle Tatum reported that he had no 
knowledge of the flag incident and that he had introduced 
a Cub Scout program into the home in the short time 
he was there. 

Tatum accepted the position as administrator with 
assurance of full support from the board of directors for 
his plan to introduce a modern child-care program into 
the home. This involved considerable changes in exist- 
ing practices and many staff reassignments. When faced 
with these problems the board apparently was unwilling 
to support Tatum. 

Asked if his views as a conscientious objector had 
anything to do with his dismissal, Tatum stated, “I think 
they did, although the board certainly knew my views 
before I came here.” 





The Hopi Indians 
(Harry C. James, The Caxton Printer, Lid., Caldwell, 
Idaho, 1956, 236 pp., $5.00) 

The author speaks out of many years of firsthand 
experience with the Hopi Indians, the “Little People of 
Peace” who continue to conscientiously object to the 
white man’s culture. They suffered and survived the 
cruel weight of Spanish and American rule. Through it 
they have held to a peaceful way of life, rich in religious 
values for the individual and the group. even if devoid 
of much material comfort. 

You will appreciate this book if you are interested 
to learn more about these original Americans who never 
had any policemen or jails until the white man brought 
them. The many photographs of Hopi land, the delight- 
ful Hopi illustrations and the several Hopi tales for chil- 
dren all add to the reader’s interest. 


changes in the Immigration and Naturalization Services’ 
interpretation of the naturalization act as it relates to 
alien C.0.’s seeking U. S. citizenship. The memorandum 
was distributed to CCCO’s panel of attorneys. Copies 
are available upon request to others without charge. 

* * * 

The Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom sponsored a two-column ad in the May 7 New 
York Times urging President Eisenhower to call off fur- 
ther atomic bomb tests in the Pacific. The 50 signers of 
the statement dissented from the President's position 
that the explosion of H-bombs in the Pacific was neces- 
sary for American defense. The signers opposed all 
future tests “because they imply our continued reliance 
on weapons of mass destruction for peace and security.” 
Copies of the ad may be secured from the W.I.L. office. 
2006 Walnut St.. Philadelphia 3. Pa. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


| PROSECUTIONS 
Sentences since last issue 
(None reported since the April issue of The Court 
Reporter. ) 


Indictments dismissed 
3-30-56 Clemens L. Borntreger 


Arrests 
(None reported since April issue. ) 
Il RELEASED FROM PRISON 
(None reported since April issue.) 
III MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 
Federal Detention Headquarters, New York City— 
John Bendik 
Mill Point, W. Va.—Enos Yoder. Levi Lehman. 
Abraham Bontrager 
Springfield, Mo.—Clarence Bryan 
Tallahassee, Fla-—Thomas Tamblyn 
Tucson, Ariz—Vern Davidson 
Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 
date: 306. (This is a minimum number: J.W.’s 
and Muslims are not included, and we miss a few.) 





Men Wanted 


The Friends Social Order Committee of Philadel- 
phia is looking for a single man, or married couple with- 
out children, to organize and lead weekend work camps 


in the Philadelphia area. Qualifications: over 25 years 
of age; pacifist; Friend preferred; previous leadership 
or teaching experience desired. There is also an open- 
ing for assistant workcamp leader for a young pacifist 
over 20 years of age. Write 'to David S. Richie, secretary, 
Friends Social Order Committee, 1515 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia 2, for further information. 

The Young Friends Weekend Work Camp Commit- 
tee in Cambridge, Mass. needs a director for its weekend 
work camp program in the Boston area. Minimum quali- 
fications: at least 21 years of age; college education or 
equivalent experience; interest in working with people: 
and some previous participation in leadership and co- 
operative group living. Salary, $1400 for eight months. 
Sept. through April. Apply to Charles Norton, Friends 
Center, Longfellow Park, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


Gormly Refuses Tax Payment 


Walter Gormly, consulting engineer of Mount Ver- 
non, lowa, informed the Internal Revenue office in April 
that he would again refuse to pay his federal income tax 
because the government spends part of the income tax 
receipts for building atomic weapons and other military 
material. 

In a letter to the district director of Internal Revenue 
Gormly wrote, “I do not care to pay the wages of men 
who want to pursue a policy which will end with a super- 
bomb dropping on my head. I am not making an income 
tax payment nor am I making any report of my income 
to your tax men who are so anxious to collect as much 
money as possible to get themselves atomized and irra- 
diated.” 

Gormly spent three years in prison during World 
War II for refusal to enter a civilian public service camp 
for C.0.’s. Gormly, who is self-employed, has refused to 
pay income taxes since 1943. During these years the 
government moved twice in an effort to collect part of his 
delinquent taxes. In 195] tax agents seized his Crosley 
station wagon and sold it at public auction. A few months 
ago the government collected a debt of nearly $1,000 
owed to Gormly by another individual and applied it to 
Gormly’s delinquent taxes. 


Bill Bans White House Picketing 


A bill (H. R. 4922) to prohibit picketing in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the White House was passed by the 
House of Representatives and sent to the Senate for ac- 
tion. The bill is now before the Subcommittee on Judi- 
ciary of the Senate District of Columbia Committee. 
Senator Morse (Oregon) is chairman of the committee. 

Existing laws prohibit picketing before embassies, the 
U. S. Capitol and the Supreme Court. Sponsors of the 
bill stated that the President and others who visit the 
White House should not be “subjected to the indignities 
which have existed on certain occasions.” 

Picketing the White House is a long established 
practice of expressing political opinions. C.O. sympa- 
thizers often have picketed the White House to dramatize 
the issue of amnesty for draft violators. 

Denial of this right to picket before the President’s 
office is an unjustified limitation upon freedom of politi- 
cal expression. The American Civil Liberties Union has 
urged the Senate to reject the bill. 








Room 300 
2006 WALNUT STREET 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Form 3547 Requested 
Forwarding Postage Guaranteed 





Bulk Rate 
U. S. POSTAGE 


PAID 
Permit No. 1152 
Philadelphia, Pa. 














